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Global Warming Graphing Activity 
Global warming is a very controversial issue. Some people are convinced that the 
increase in average global temperature is directly related to the increase in atmospheric 
concentrations of carbon dioxide. Others argue that the changes in the climate that we 
are seeing are part of a natural pattern. In order to understand what is really happening 
at present, scientists need to understand the conditions in Earth’s past atmosphere and 
the factors that affected its temperature. 

Directions – Use the data table 
to create a graph and answer the 
questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What happens to the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere from 1650 to 2010?  
 

2. When was the greatest change in CO2 in the atmosphere?  
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1. Describe the changes in temperature difference 
from 1950 to 2010.    

 

 

2. During which 10-year period was the greatest 
change in temperatures? 

 

Analysis Questions 

1. Compare the graphs you have drawn.  What do you notice? 

 

2. Is there a connection between change in temperature and the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere? 

 

3. What pattern do you think will continue as more CO2 is places in the atmosphere? 

 


