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Inside the Meatrix
Introduction:  Technology, especially video technology, has a powerful ability to influence people’s thinking.  In this activity, you will view the skillful use of video designed to influence people’s choices about food.  You will identify the parts of the videos that are exaggerated and investigate the ideas that are presented as fact.  You do not need to make any changes in what you eat, this is designed to make you think and learn to investigate the claims of others.

Questions:

1. As you may know, one of the ways energy moves through ecosystems is as food.  Humans are an important part of the food web because we make choices in what to grow and eat that other animals cannot. How do you think our food choices affect farmers?

2. We are going to focus on a food web that provides bacon and pork chops for humans.  Begin by adding circles in this food web to show what you think pigs eat.



3.  Describe the living conditions of pigs raised on the farm described “the natural pig farm” presentation:

4. What motivation might the National Pork Board have when it created this website?

5. Go to the “sustainable table” and read the intro and then scroll down to “hogs” and read about how the “Sustainable Table” thinks they should eat. Does this match the food chain you made on #2?
6. Watch “The Meatrix” and describe the living conditions of pigs described.
7.   What accounts for the differences between the views of the Natural Pig Farm and the makers of the Meatrix?
8. Pick any 2 websites listed for today and research 2 of the statements you find from each.
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Analysis Questions:

1. We have learned to grow animals faster and cheaper.  What moral dilemma does this cause for some people?

2. What facts from the Meatrix were incorrect based on the rest of your research?

3. What facts from Natural Pig Farming were incorrect based on the rest of your research?
4. Do you think there is a problem with how pork is produced in the U.S.?
5. What kinds of solutions to this problem are in your power to change?
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