NAME: _______________________________


    DATE: _______________________
 Keystone Species and Succession Project
You will be researching and assembling a venue of a specific keystone species and a primary or secondary succession of a specific ecosystem.  
You may assemble this project in one of two ways listed below.    

· PowerPoint/Google Slides/Prezi

· Short Film (must be submitted electronically via YouTube)
Each one of these of species has impacts on biodiversity and environmental stability.  
                        Please research and organize your information into reasonable lists/charts for your specie and ecosystem. 
Here are some sites to help get you started. 
Keystone Species: 
http://www.nature.com/scitable/knowledge/library/keystone-species-15786127
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/keystone-species/
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-keystone-species.html
Ecosystems of Primary or Secondary Succession: https://visityellowstonenationalparkyall.weebly.com/succession.html
http://www.scienceclarified.com/everyday/Real-Life-Biology-Vol-3-Earth-Science-Vol-1/Succession-and-Climax-Real-life-applications.html
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/homeostasis%E2%80%94succession
Requirements:

1. Choose a keystone species and an ecosystem that shows primary succession or secondary succession. The ecosystem may be different than the ecosystem from which the keystone species lives.
2.   Submit your information in either format (PowerPoint, YouTube) for grading.  
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Physical characteristics of your presentation: 
Setup:  Information should be given in list or chart format.
             Information must be in the order of the rubric.
If presenting on paper – one page per animal/ecosystem
If presenting as a Powerpoint – maximum 6 slides per animal




         or ecosystem





          (equals one page printed)
(Sample Template for Project)
     Keystone Species 
	Common Name
	Cheetah                                                                                                             

	Scientific Name

(Genus species)
	Acinonyx jubatus

	Pictures
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	Characteristics                  & Traits
	

	Habitat 
	

	Niche(s)
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	Distribution Map 
	

	2 adaptations to be the keystone species
	

	2 species that rely on the keystone species for survival
	

	Solutions/Successes

(CITES)
	


Species Report Grading Rubric:  
A. Keystone Species - _______________________________
1. Common name and Scientific name  (Genus species)




___/ 2

2. 2 Pictures of the keystone species






___/ 2

3. Characteristics and traits of species (brief description)




___/ 3

4. Habitat 










___/ 3

5. Ecological Niche(s)









___/ 3

6. Map of distribution









___/ 2

7. Describe 2 adaptations which allow the species to be a keystone species

___/ 4

8. Describe how 2 additional species rely on this species for survival


___/ 4

9. Describe any successes and/or protections of the species



___/ 2










Sub-total

___/ 25

B. Ecosystem/Biome - _______________________________
1. Location










___/ 2

2. 2 Pictures: 1 of the area before succession and 1 of the area after succession 
___/ 4
3. Characteristics of ecosystem (structure and function)  (brief description)

___/ 6
4. Explanation of how and why the type of succession occurred AND how the time span for the ecosystem to reach the climax community





___/ 8









Sub-total

___/ 20
1. Each page is neat and organized according to the rubric




____/ 5
2. Grammar and spelling are perfect







____/ 5
3. Work cited list submitted with project
(minimum of 3 sources)



____/ 15






      
TOTAL POINTS
    _​​​___/ 70
***Remember:  Place information in your own words. Any part of this project which is copied directly from the source will be considered plagiarized unless cited correctly.  Plagiarism will result in a zero for this project and a note will be added to your grade.***

