Honors Biology- Dixie Middle School
Welcome to Honors Biology.  This class is based on the state core curriculum that can be found on www.USOE.org.
The 5 GVCs that will be focused on are:

Students will understand that all organisms are composed of cells.
Students will understand that genetic information is encoded in DNA and passed from parents to offspring.
Students will understand that biological diversity is a result of evolutionary processes.
Students will understand that living organisms interact with one another and their environment.
Students will understand the relationship between the structure and function of organs and organ systems.
The classroom expectations and requirements are detailed within this letter. Please remember that all school and Washington County School District policies will be followed as stated on the district website.
Preparation:
Students need to attend class each day with the following materials: A pen/pencil and their science binder.  Their science binder needs to be a 1” three ring binder.
Grading:
Students will be graded on the Guaranteed Viable Curriculum (GVC) as outlined in the Utah Core Curriculum.  This means that students need to obtain mastery in each GVC of the Science Core.  This will be done through GVC based quizzes, tests, and assessment labs.  Students will be given quizzes on each learning target within the GVC and if a student does not reach mastery (80%) they will be given an intervention assignment. For a student to retake any quiz or final exam, both the intervention and applicable assignments must first be completed. The highest score students can receive on a “re-take” is 80%.  The students who reach mastery the first time will be given an alternate assignment to extend their knowledge of the subject. 70% of the final grade will be from quizzes, tests, and performance labs (assessments) and 30% will be from classwork, participation, labs, projects, starters, and activities (coursework). Students will turn in their binder with coursework at mid term and end of term.
Late Work:
Assignments are due on the date the teacher sets, after that time they will be considered late. Late work is subject to a 20% deduction. Specific exceptions/extensions will be announced in class.  Late work only accepted until the last week of each mid-term and quarter.
Classroom Behavior Expectations:

All School and District rules will be followed.  In addition, the classroom rules are:

a. Be on time, on task and prepared to learn.
b. Be responsible for your own learning.
c. Respect the teacher, classroom and other students.
d. Personal electronics are for Educational Purposes only (with permission)
Rewards

· Teacher Praise


· Class or School recognition

· Eagle Cards
Consequences

· Warning  (verbal or visual cue given to student)

· Student-Teacher discussion
· Parent contact

***Severe Disruption will result in the student being sent to the office.  Examples of severe disruptions are fighting, defiance, and unsafe acts.
Videos:
Videos or clips from videos will be shown on occasion in the classroom and could have a PG- 13 rating. If this is a concern, please comment below.
Website: 
Our science department has a website that has links to all coursework as well as pictures and videos of labs we do in class.  We occasionally post pictures of students.  If this is a concern, please comment below.
Allergies:  

Food will be to model some of our science concepts.  This food may be allowed to be consumed by students.  If your student has a food allergy, please comment below.

Laboratory Safety:

Safety in the science laboratory is the #1 priority for students, teachers and parents. To ensure a safe science classroom, the students will be taught lab safety.  Students are required to pass a lab safety quiz as well as agree to the rules in the Science Lab Safety Contract.  The contract is on our science science website (dixiemiddlescience.weebly.com) under “Biology” and “general information.”  Please read through the contract with your student.  By signing this disclosure, you agree to follow these rules and procedures in the science laboratory. Students will not be allowed to enter the science laboratory without this disclosure signed.
Thank you for the opportunity to be your student’s teacher.

Please feel free to contact me by email at any time.
nicole.heath@washk12.org
          
Biology  Website:  dixiemiddlescience.weebly.com

***Please sign and return this disclosure.  Additional copies may be obtained at the above website.  

Student Name (printed) _____________________ Student Signature ______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________
Comments:

______________________________________________________________________________

